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Valley Service Center 

Office: 925-829-3160 

24hr Hot Line: 

925-829-0666 

Toll Free: 

888-859-3230 

Email: info@valleyservicecenteraa.org 

www.valleyesrvicecenteraa.org 

HEADLINES 

Save These Dates in 2025: 

January 18   - 55th VISC Anniversary Dinner 

   Livermore, CA  ( page 4 ) 

March 7 > 9  - PRAASA 

   (Pacific Regional AA Service Assembly) 

   Anchorage, AK (praasa.org) 

March 7 > 9    76th NCCAA Spring Conference 

   Modesto CA  ( page 5 ) 

July 3  > 6     2025 A.A. International Convention 

   Vancouver, B.C.  ( page 5 ) 

URGENT: VSC Volunteer Support: 
Your Valley Service Center is staffed by folks who 
volunteer 2 hours each month.   
    We need someone willing to help out. 

1st & 2nd Mondays ea. month, 5  -  7:00pm  

Holiday Marathon Meetings 
Tri-Valley and Crossroads Fellowships will hold 
hourly meetings all day on: New Year’s Eve and 
New Year’s Days.  

Stop by and  show your Gratitude. 

 

New  2024-25 SERVICE MANUAL 
 
Digital Version:  

https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/BM-
31_2024-2026_AA_Service_Manual.pdf 
 
Print Version:  

Available for $4 in the Valley Service center soon. 
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1995—Conference Advisory Action stated that 
 “the first 164 pages of Alcoholics Anon
 ymous, the Preface, the Forwards, The 
 Doctor’s Opinion, Dr. Bob’s Night mare 
 and the Appendices remain as is.”  
1990—Trustees Literature Committee studied 
 a request  to consider adapting a por
 tion of Chapter 5, How It Works into an 
 easy to to read style for those lacking 
 reading capability. 
1993—Conference Literature Committee dis
 cussed a simplified version of the Big 
 Book, and determined that a sufficient 
 need hadn’t been expressed. 
2016—General Service Conference Agenda 
 Item A: “Consider developing a plain 
 language version of the Big Book Alco
 holics Anonymous” Trusteed Literature 
 Committee agreed to forward the item.  
 Additional Committee Consideration: 
 The Trustees’ looked at a way to make 
 the life-saving message of AA more ac
 cessible.” 
2016– 2020  - Subcommittee Researching Is
 sues, Possible Tools and Access to the 
 Book  (RIPTAB-1) Studied language 
 comprehension and barriers to access 
 recovery material. 
2021—RIPTAB-II Committee formed in re
 sponse to report from previous commit
 ee. stated clearly that, “The idea of a 
 new book was not meant to change or 
 replace the Big Book, but rather  to 
 overcome barriers so the AA message 
 might reach more suffering alcoholics.”  
 

General Service Conference and Trustee’s Committees’ Timeline to a  
Plain Language Big Book 

Bill W.  -  Co-Founder and Author of Alcoholics Anonymous—(1975) 

“Without much doubt, a million alcoholics have approached AA during the last thirty years,” he said. Esti-

mating that “350,000 of us are now recovered from our malady” through the fellowship of AA, he contin-

ued,  

“So we can very soberly ask ourselves what became of the 600,000 who did not stay.” 

No doubt some alcoholics “cannot be reached because they are not hurt enough, others because they are 

hurt too much. Many sufferers have mental and emotional complications that seem to foreclose their 

chances,” Bill acknowledged. 

 But what about all the others? 

 “How much and how often did we fail them?” he asked. 

“Our very first concern should be with those sufferers that we are still unable to reach.” 

He had some sense of the failings of the fellowship he had helped launch and which he still clearly 

revered. One of his themes was one he had broached before: a growing rigidity in AA. 

2021— TABB (Tools for Accessing the Big 
 Book)  created to track the work on the 
 new book, noting that the book be  
 “developed inn a way that is accessi
 ble and relatable to as wide of an audi
 ence as possible.” 
 Potential writers with experience in the 
 field of health, spirituality and education 
 were located in response to an RFI 
 (Request for Information). 
 There were 16 affirmative responses, 
 which were narrowed down to 6 candi
 dates whose  proposed sample work 
 was review by the TABB Committee.  
2022— A writer was chosen. The Trustees; Lit
 erature Committee soon shared the first 
 drafts  with the Delegates, inviting com
 ments and feed back.. 
2023—At the General Service Conference, the 
 Trustees’ Literature Committee took the 
 unusual step of inviting all the Delegates 
 to review portions of the work as editing 
 continued. 
2024 –At the 74th General Service Conference 
 Trustees’ Literature Committee again 
 invited all the Delegates to review the 
 draft manuscript. 
 Literature Item F: The draft manuscript 
 of the Plain Language Big Book: A Tool 
 for Reading  Alcoholics Anonymous” be 
 approved with minor editorial changes. 
2024 - After over 20 years of vigorous debate, 
 the Plain Language Big Book is now 
 available for sale at the Valley Service 
 Center ($11.00) 
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GRAPEVINE BOOKS NOW IN THE VALLEY SERVICE CENTER 
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2025 International Convention of A.A.   
Vancouver, B.C.- July 3-6, 2025 

 Registration open now 

https://www.aa.org/international-convention 

Registration $160 per person / plus Hotel 

This truly is an experience you must not miss.   

Note: If you have a record (a DUI for instance), you can obtain a waiver to enter Canada at: 

https://pardonsandwaivers.com/u-s-entry-waiver/ 
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 JANUARY  2025  CALENDAR   

   

  Dec 31 thru Jan 1 ...  Hourly Marathon Meetings   
     Crossroads and Tri-Valley Fellowships 
 

  January 4  …. Danville Diablo Speaker- 7:30pm ( Cristy S, Pleasant Hill ) 

     22 W. El Pintado, Danville, CA 
     also:  885-8083-9460, password: 146975 
 

  January 10 ...  PI/CPC  Business Meeting  - 06:15 PM 

     Zoom ID (no password):  841-7877-3337 
 

  January 11  ...  Crossroads Fellowship Business Meeting  - 09:00 AM 

      386 Preston Court, Livermore, CA  
 

  January 14 ...  Tri-Valley Fellowship Business Meeting  - 06:30 PM 

     6500 Dublin Blvd., Dublin 
     Also: 516 196 4435, password: 807945 
 

  January 18 … CNCA06 –Area Committee Meeting 
     Petaluma Community Center 
     320 N. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA 94954.  
     Also meeting ID:  632 553 607.  

  January  18 …. 55th  VISC  Anniversary  Dinner 
              (see page 4) 
         

  January 27 …. District 70   -  6:00pm 
     Faith Lutheran Church 
     20080 Redwood Rd, Castro Valley 
     Also:  774 061 7133 / CNCA  
 
 
 

( To include announcements or flyers for events coming up in February, 2025  -   
email  >   info@valleyservicecenteraa.org ) 
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   Across 

1 Unhappy drinkers who read this page will _____” 

10  To care for and help to grow 

11 “God Rest  ___ Merry Gentlemen…..”  

12 Written abbreviation for ‘Weight’ 

13 American League (init.) 

14 American Eagle  (init.) 

16 “_____ main object is to enable you to find a 
 Power greater than yourself.” 

18 “With all the ____estness at our commsnd…” 

20 Tick borne disease 

21 ____-walker, a “chap having queer ideas of fun.” 

23 “I’m Bob, and I __ an alcoholic”  

24 A bovine beast of burden 

25 “Many pursue it to the gates of  ______,” 

28 No way! 

29 “willing ___ go ___ any lengths ___ to get it.” 

30 Body Odor (abbr) 

32 “This is the _____ fact for us…” 

35 A long narrative poem of deeds and adventures. 

37 “The ______  that we are like other people. Or 
 presently may be, has to be  )17-down)” 

Down 

1 “Most of us have been _________ to (19-down)” 

2 Full of tree seeds, or just crazy 

3 Practitioner of the Hippocratic Qath  

4 Flight arrival detail 

5 “try to prove themselves exceptions ot the _____.” 

6 Initials of the town just north of Dublin 

7 Sadness brought a ____ to my eye. 

8 New York 

9 “But we don’t ____ if it can be avoided.” 

15 Great obsession, to “control and ____ his drinking “ 

17 Destroyed 

19 Accept, own up, - or to allow entry 

22 Hatchet’s heavier cousin 

23 “What ___ order!” 

26 _____ - whal,   Unicorn of the Ocean 

27 From their heads, down to their _____.  

30 ‘___-sphere’, or ‘______-pic’ 

31 Oncology Certified Nurse (init.) 

33 After Effect (init.) 

34 Thallium—on the Periodic Table…  or ‘Timeline’ 

36 Ratio of a circle’s circumference to its diameter 
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